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| 8 this Serwon (by « a e unor- 
dained) is written by the Author of the 


* Caſe philoſophically ſtated between Great-Bri 
* tain; and her Colonies,” it is become ne- 
ceſſary to animadvert on the Critical Reviewer's 
account of the latter, in the Review for Fe- 
bruary. Indeed, it cannot be called an account 
of the book, but rather a ſuppreſſion of it; 
whereby the Reviewer is not only guilty of in- 
juſtice to the Author, but of indignity to the 
Public. Who he is, ps know not; but, as a 
Critic, he has been moſt ſupercilivuſly remiſs in 
his duty, ignorant in his department, or worſe. 
A Reviewer's word ought not to be taken, for 
the merit or demerit of a book. Without ſuf- 
ficient extracts —_— laid before the Reader, | 


. This pamphlet is ; publiſhed for, nd fold * Mr. Kearlley, 


Bookſeller, in Fleet-ſtreet, London, We 
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T vi ] | 
to enable him to judge for himſelf, he, wich 


equal rudeneſs and preſumption, anticipates the 


judgment of the Public, or rather ſubſtitutes 


himſelf in place of the Public. If he pro- 


nounces perbmptorily of à publication, without 

ſpecifying his reaſons, he 1 is either afraid to fal- 
ſify his judgment by giving an extract, or he i = 
juſtly chargeable with taking an unfair and un- 
gentleman-like advantage of the Author. The 

| hacknied apolo 

neither time nor room for extracts from all 
„ books, will not anſwer, at preſent; as in 
the ſame month's reviewy wherein he mentions 
the Caſe ſtated, he has large quotations from 
books not of ſo much importance. Nor is this 


of a Reviewer, that he has 


remark made by the too fond parent of his lite- : 
rary offspring, but by many that have read the 


: Pamphlet, and the Review. In reality, no ſub- 


je& can be of ſuch conſequence as that which 


would place the policy of: court, the admini- 
ſtrational powers of government, on immutable 
principles, on a baſis that cannot be ſhaken by 
human incidents. Such are the principles, and 

| ſuch is the baſis, we find contained in the ſimple 


but perfect legiſlation | of the New Teſtament. 


The Cate Rated e illuſtrates this 8 


[Out (1995 


pr ORs a doctrine 
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doctrine in a manner level to every apprehenſion, ; 


but that of a prime Miniſter, or a Reviewer. 
The one wiſhes to enjoy the emoluments of his 


place; and the other, to flatter him, while he 


continues in that place. Between the two, the 


unſhackled, independent writer, is either treated 
with contemptuous ſilence, or opprobrious abuſe. 


The firſt takes an undue advantage, from his 
high fituation i in power : : the laſt, from a pecu- 
liarity in his line of buſineſs. He publiſhes 
every month; therefore, like a ſcold, is always 
ſure of having the laſt Word. The trium ph of a . 


; cinder wife, and an oyfter wenbh, (would ap- 
Pear to be the a, of a a Reviewet Li 175 


1 * 5 bo 20 Gag: 9 ba. 


Bor there Was s 5 aimeutey,” in the preſent 


ry unſurmountable to our doughty Critic. ' 
operalhs as as a pretext, not as a juſtificati6n. Thie 


* 


Author of <« the Caſe ated,” as Already oba 


ſerved, takes up! his ſubject on new ground, and 
would bring the ſcience | of politics, as every 
thing ought. and muſt be brought, to the teſt of 
Chriſtianity ; as we call ourſelves Chriſtians, and 


ſeem to pride ourſelves in the name. Now, 


had the Critic conſidered the Pamphlet! in de- 
tail, he muſt either have acquieſced i in the force 


LT. and 


"> viii . 
and; conclufiyeneſs of the Writer's argument, or | 
have denied the competency of the New Tefta- 

ment, as an ultimate teſt of human conduct, and 
national character. The ſubject matter of th 


Caſe ſtated,” ſtands or falls with the fubſtan- : 
tial evidence derived from the Scriptures. The 
_ Critic durſt not (with all his audacity) call 5 in 
queſtion the authority of Scripture, to decide ul- 
timately every point within the ſyſtem of hu- 
man affairs: of courſe, the only alternative he 
as left him, was ungenęrouſly to flur over all 
mention of the Author's reaſoning, and to cloſe 
the goyenly article with an impotent effort to be 
witty, The procedure was equally unmanly 
7 difingenuous. The Writer had laid it down 
as an indiſputable truth, that Grorct HI - 
King of England, and his Prime Miniſter, are 
as ſtrictly included in the requiſitions of the mo- 
ral law, and the obligations of Chriſtianity, as 
his majeſty 8 gentleman- -uſher, or his lordſhip 8 
_ yalet de chambre: and that national or parlia- 
mentary inj! juſtice, cruelty, deceit, falſchood, 
and robbery, are of the ſame criminal and pu- 
niſhable nature, with injuſtice, cruelty, deceit, 
falſchood, and her in Falrgte life. 


Tur 
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Tus ooldop: of ſtates. may palliate every ſpe« 
cies of guilt and delinquency among men, gua- 
ranteed by the ultima ratio regum, armies and 
fleets : but God was not taught politics at St. 
James 8, or Verſailles, nor was he ever initiated 

into the ſecrets of the interior cabinets of 
prinees; beſide that, be. can execute all His 
meaſures, independent of military and naval, ar 
maments. Government was entirely of this 
opinion lately, by appointing a Faſt-Day. The 
king, the biſhops, and both houſes of parlia- 
ment, put themſelves on a level, as ſelf-recog- 
nized ſinners, with coblers, and draymen, on 
that day of confeſſion. Hence they tacitly ac- : 
knowledge the ſubordination of politics to 
Chriſtianity, and their belief, that a failure in 
the councils of che nation, and the misfortunes 


of executive government, muſt find their even- 


oy tual remedy 1 in the reſources of religion. ib This 
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one, that Heaven rejełts and abominates the prayers of our na- 
tional church, of Scribes and Phariſees, kypocrites, who think 
to be heard for their long prayers, and for taking the divine pre- 


rogative of vengeance" upon them; {* vengeance is mine, and I will 


_ repay it, ſaith the Lord) than the certainty of a French war 
ſucceeding the celebration of the late Faſt-Day. An event 


more dreadful could not have overtaken. Great Britain in 
| | er 


ak 

Is allowing the Writer all } he'wiſhedoc Adver- 
. makes us Chriſtians: proſperityiunmakes 
us. But what cauſe. is adequate to the effect of 
kioping a Reviewer, (to compare great things 
with ſmall) within the line of literary juſtice, 
or the liberal performance of his monthly en- 
gagements to his readers? He either treats the 
writings of his betters with contemptuous ſi- 
lence, or he ſelects a few paſſages on purpote to 
exerciſe his ſplenetic humour, or. miſahthropic 
indiſpoſition of mind. He is the huùmhle pens 
ſioner of ſome Bookſeller, or a dapendant on 
the public for bread; yet he aſſumesairs of die- 
tatorſhip, in the republic of letters,» that mhuld 
not become even a LowTHE;!: or a Warpur- 
rox; whoſe fortunes are ſuperior, and nen 
abilifics are > univerſally menen ο 
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5 . fins. Ihe al . to . the bonds of as 5 ter 5 
the loſs of America, like a combatant with one arm, attacking 
another that has two. Whatever may be the event, (at pre- 
Tent deep hid in futurity) thoſe violent blood thirſty men, who 5 
firſt precipitated, us into a contention with our Colonies, muſt 

ſtand chargeable with all. A French war is the unavoidable 
conſequence of the American. In a ſimilar ſituation, we would 
have acted as the French have done. We threw down the 
gauntlet to them in America, and they have taken it up. We 
rejected the trade of the Colonies: they have ſolicited and ob- 
tained it! 


121 


Tun late General Faſt, as already mentioned, 


implied and examplified every thing contained 


in „ the Caſe ſtated; while the critical Re- 


viewer hide himſelf from conviction, as the mole 
hides itſelf from the fun, The former has not 
the apology of the latter: the latter acts from 15 
inſtinct. The redoubted Critic, therefore, ſhould 5 
look out for a lunatic place of reception accom- 
. modated to kings, biſhops, and ſenators ; who 
are Jo mad as to allow, that government muſt | 
bend at the ſhrine of religion, and that the 
ſcience of politics i is true or falſe, juſt or un- 


juſt, liberal or arbitrary, according as it can ; 


abide the teſt of Chriſtian Ethics. Nihil vero 


verius. LF nes” 


3 


= Critical "FIT ENDS have adopted an eaſy 


method of getting an Author off their hands, the 
generous ſpirit and tendency of whoſe writings 


they diſlike, by marking him as an object of 


3 meds therefore, a fit inhabitant for an hoſpi- 


Charitable c creatures ! Yeti in the overflow-_ 


110 of their charity for others, they have forgot 
the common adage, (never more applicable than 
at preſent) „. that charity ſhould begin at 
= * Should a receptacle for political lu- 


: natics 


[ i * 

natics a erpedient, who. prithee are. ſo fit TY 
jets as thoſe unhappy men, that are mad enough 
to perſiſt in the wrong, even when it ſtares 
mem in the face, and after they have inſtituted 
a Faſt- Day, to atone for it? Such are our: pre- 5 
ſent ignorant, blundering, irreſolute, irreclaim- 
able miniſters, with their ſorty coadjutors of 
the quill, the Critical Reviewers. Even a mad- 
man, in fo excellent a cauſe, as that of liberty, 
is a reſpeQable being, in compariſon. with him 
who grows: mad on the fide of ſlavery and deſpo- 
tiſm. The one is a generous, elevated, ſublime 
ſort of madman. The other dark, ſullen, ma- 
Uzgnant, and implacable. The one would rap- 
turouſſy take you by the hand, and lead you 
forth into creation, to enjoy all that is beautiful 
and enchanting around you. The other would 
| ſeize you with the iron graſp of ſavage ferocity; 
drive you before him, like an ox or an aſs, and 


plunge you into the horrors of a dungeon. | 
Which of the two then ſhould ſeem beſt intitled 


to the cloſeſt cell, and flraiteft waiftcoat © The | 
| madman who ſmiles innocently in your face, | 
and wiſhes to do you every good; or the worſe 
than — who frowns, lours, and 10 at 

| _ you 
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you, without wiſhing to do you any good! 


In ſhort, is not the monthly madman, whoſe ge- 
nius is periodical, and whoſe paroxiſyms of cri- 


tical wit, increaſe with the moon, the true lu- 


natic?— How eaſily may the weapons of theſe 


men be turned againſt themſelves, were it worth 
while to ſmite a graſshopper, or blow away a 
midge from the mouth of a cannon ! 1 Beſide, 47 


War hould che Writer be proycked at the 
_ Critic, beyond ſelf-defence and neceſſary ex- 
5 poſtulation, as he writes every review proves it) ; 


from mean partiality to men in power A bias 
towards the court, either directly or indirectly, 


implies an intereſted motive. All power natu- 


rally degenerates into deſpotiſm; and to flatter 


that power, as naturally tends to increaſe its 
abuſe. The governing powers are always too 
weighty in the ſcale oppoſed to the rights and 


privileges of the people. Therefore, it be- 


comes every member of a free ſtate, (eſpecially 


the lettered ſons of independence) not to in- 


creaſe that dead weight, but to throw whatever 


_ conſequence he poſſeſſes into the other ſcale, 


ſo as to effect, as far as poſſible, an equipoiſe on 


the whole. Moreover, the Reviewer may be 
+ e told 
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told, (as from his petulant airs of dogmatiſm and 5 
certifying, he ſeems not to know it) that the 
argument the preſent Writer has adopted, and 
means to defend, will be admitted and em- 
braced, if revelation is to be credited, by an 
5 enlightened poſterity i in all nations, long after 
our Critic has been forgotten, and his menftrual 
labours buried with the traſh and lumber of ſla- 


viſh literature, and court-ſpawned lucubration. 
— The rant and declamatory bombaſt of Doctor 


Johnſon met with the hyper- critio 8 warmeſt 
approbation. Why? Becauſe the ſaid Doctor 


and Reviewer were, and are, embarked in the 
ſame political bot tom. An embarkation that 
(ſooner or later) muſt end in ſhipwreck; as the 
| auſpicious gale of Liberty does not fill their fails, 
nor the ſteady hand of virtuous public . di- 
rect the ſtecrage.— 


—Moreover, 


Turn is a fin, affecting modern nations, 
which, though overlooked or diſregarded, is of 
high magnitude in the ſight of God; that is, the 
extreme and exceſſive obeiſance, accompanied ; 
with awe and terror, paid our temporal rulers : 
| "IC 
* We certify,” are the Reviewer's words. The pope of 
Rome iſſuing his Bull, Num teneatis? Ego et Rex meus, 


| 1 1 


to ſpeak out at once, I mean kings. 1 win ven- 
ture to ſay, that a perſon going into the preſence 
chamber of an earthly ſovereign, feels himſelf 
more awfully impreſſed, more overcome with a 
ſort of reſpectful confuſion and embarraſſment, : 
than when ſtanding in the preſence of the Al. 


mighty, as a worthipper. I believe every one, 


' who has been in theſe appoſite ſituations, knows 
it, and has felt it. This may properly be called ; 
Civil idolatry. It degrades a worthipper of the 
Deity to the humiliation of worſhipping a e/- 
low mortal. Treaſon againſt the Majeſty of 
Heaven paſſes unpuniſhed, and even unnoticed, 
every day. Treaſon againſt the paltry Majeſty 
of a paltry ſtate, is made capital, and the pu- 
niſhment is never remitted. We muſt ſuppoſe 


God not tenacious of his honour, not jealouſly 


watchful, reſpecting his ſovereign prerogatives, 
| ſhould he overlook this. Render unto Cæſar 
e the things that are Cæſar's, and unto God 
the things that are God 8. This is the di- 
vine precept. But beſtowing thoſe names and 
titles on a man, (a mortal, and a ſinner, like 


ourſelves) which only belong to the Deity, 7s 


rendering unta man the bigs that are God's, 
Tre names and titles here alluded to, are theſe, 
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among others chat might be mentioned. Moſt 


High! Moſt Mighty! Moſt Puiſſant! Moſt 


Dread! Moſt Sacred! Moſt Excellent! Theſe 
are now become common idioms of language, 
and are repeated every day with more profound 


humility, and guarded circumſpection, than any 


Of the aſcriptions or doxologies of the Church. 


| Tims, and the univerſal adoption of nations, 
have giyen them currency, and ſanctioned their 
uſe. But I am not afraid to declare, becauſe I 
ſtand in the preſence of God, whoſe moſt dread, 
moſt ſacred, and moſt. excellent Majeſty, I alone 

acknowledge, that no body of men whatſoever 
has a right to beſtow theſe names and titles; and 
no individuals whatſoever a right to accept | 
of them, or appropriate them to their own uſe. 
' Nay, mortals below the rank of kings have titles 
aſſigned them bordering upon divine. Your Emi- 
nence! Your Excellency ! Your Grace ! Your 


Worſhip! Moſt Worſhipful ! Moſt Reverend! 


„ He who humbleth himſelf ſhall be exalted : 
M: but he who exalts himſelf ſhall be debaſed, F 


T$HnalL be n 65 1 8 a republican, 
a democratic enthuſiaſt, a leveller: but I am 


contented . 


i 


| contented to ſhare theſe epithets with the Wri- 


l ters of the New Teſtament. —The application f | 
of divine titles to kings, and civil governors, 4 
if which I would call national blaſphemy, and the | 
exalted vain- glorious opinion each ſtate has of | 

itſelf excluſively, called patriotiſm, but which | 

+ I would call narrow and ſelfiſh pride, regard- | 

ing the world at large, of the worſt ſpecies and 7 
tendency, as they certainly amount to the guilt 

of Lucifer and his hierarchy, will as certainly li 
meet with their fall. Moſt kingdoms are now [i 

| haſtening into a ſtate of war, firſt begun by ouk- | 
© SELVES. in America, The reſult will be, I l 
doubt not, a recognition of Gop, as the Su- 4 | 
preme Creator, Father, and Ruler of the world, Jo 'f 

not in churches, by the lips of mercenary, \..Y 
temporizing prieſts, hired for the occaſion, like — 


heralds to run over the titles of a prince or gran 
dee; but by the great aggregate body of the 
people, at all times, and in all places, reſtoring 
to Him, from impoſtors and uſurpers, his own 
proper names and deſignations ; and aboliſhing, 1 
among themſelves, all titles, whether perſonal 5 
or hereditary, but thoſe of Benefactors, Savi- 
ours, and Fathers of their country. This abo- 
lition to take place, not only in civil, but reli- 
gious matters. Sacerdotal titles are no leſs an 


infrin ge- 
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infringement on the rights and! immunities of 
the great Chriſtian Lawgiver, than imperial ti- 


tles on thoſe of God, the monarch paramount 
of the world. Who indeed i is Reverend, Right 
Reverend, or Mot Reverend, but Jeſus Chriſt? 


Vet he, even He, did not aſſume them upon 


earth Happy and glorious are the people, 
who have firſt ſtept forward to aſſert, ſupport, 
and defend, the neceſſity and expediency of this 
general reſtoration of right and prerogative to 


God; and of making no other precedence or 
diſtinction in families hereditary, but wiſdom, 
Fnowledge, virtue, and integrity — Reſpected 
and revered alſo be thoſe writers, who in rejec- 


tion of court favour and pecuniary rewards, 


have thrown light and credit on this (at preſent) 
unpopular, but moſt intereſting ſubject; and 


have proved it practicable, to have a perfee? form 


of democratical government, without the guilt of 
idolatrous proſtration, or genuflexion, to par- 
ticular fellow mortals ! #—But to return from 


28 digreflion, 
Tuvus 


A juſtly celebrated Lady has beautifully ſketched out ſuch 


a form of government, in a tract, among others, with which ſhe 


means ſoon to favour the public. I look up to Mrs. MACAU- 


LAY, as intended by Providence to be fi ne vi: fine arms, the 


legiſlatrix of the New World. 


1 


ruus have 1 attempted to do a piece of juſ- 
tice to the public, as well as to myſelf, by ani- | 
madverting on thoſe inſolent baſhaws of litera- 
ture, the Critical Reviewers. Is it any matter 

of wonder, that civil government ſhould be 
running headlong into a deſpotic ſyſtem, when 
we find the intolerance and iniquity of the ſtar- 12 
chamber revived, in our monthly courts of cri- 
ticiſm! 1 Reviewers, indeed, cannot call i in the | 
civil power to back their deciſions, by the ſup- 
preſſion of books; but from their bigoted line 


of conduct, towards Authors, their partial, mu- 


: tilated exhibition of their writings, their im- 


pertinent alluſions of a perſonal nature, and 
vulgar familiarities with the fame of Writers 
ſuperior to themſelves, and whoſe train of rea- 


ſoning and ſeries of arguments they are afraid 
to lay before the candid and impartial public; = 
it may be fairly deduced, that thoſe Authors 
they treat with ſtudied neglect, or malignant 
expoſure, they alſo would fine and impriſon, I 
after having their works burned by the common 


hangman, did they poſſeſs the power, as well 


as the will of a Laud.— We talk of Britiſh li- 

berty and independence, but deluſively. While 
mere appearances ſoothe and ſedude 1 us into a 
fatal 


#1} 


; fatal ſecurity, we are imperceptibly loſing our 
ſubſtantial hold of them, in privy councils, par- 


liaments, and (O ſhame to genius and brain ') 


in the ſtudies of our Scholars and Critics. 


Wr talk af his Roman Catholie Holineſs, . 


and deride his claims of ſupremacy and infalli- 


bility ; but with much injuſtice, much hypo- 


critical fineſſe. The delegated truſtees and 
agents of the people, in parliament aſſembled, 


with the king at their head, abſolutely aſſert ſu- 


premacy and omnipotence, in all caſes whatſo- 


ever; two words only claimable by the eternal 
Ruler of the world, the Creator of Heaven and i 
Earth No wonder our fleets and armies have 
been diſgraced, when in the confidence of blaſ- 
phemous pretenſion, we have left God nothing 
to do for us! when we aſſume to ourſelves his 
incommunicable prerogatives, and go forth t wo - 


battle in the almightineſs of our own proweſs !— 


Not only in our national convention of ſenators, 
are thoſe preſumptuous and audacious terms 
adopted; but we find them alſo in our monthly 


conventions of Critics. They dictate, decree, 
and certify, with ſuch deciſive airs of authority, 
that the ſentiment of ſupremacy and infallibi- 
lity ! in letters 111 be at the bottom of all. No 
wonder, 
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| wonder; therefore, that the genius of liberal en 


quiry, the ſpirit of deeply inveſtigating the 
common equal rights of mankind, and limiting 


the powers of delegated truſt, ſhould have taken 
their flight croſs the Atlantic, and left to yenal | 
majorities in parliament, to biſhops, paraſites, 

penſioners, and reviewers, the lucrative exhibi- 

tion of politics reduced to a court-mummy in 


preſerve; of reli gion ſhrivelled to a ſkeleton of 


dry ſyllogyſms; and of literature, in ſcraps and 
fragments, like ruſt-eraded medals, or the 
broken rarities of Heuer,, ſet * to 


A md ſale.— 


Apes all, 1 was it is n that our Ch 
tic could ſpeak favourably of the Caſe ſtated,” 
when the following particulars are ſpecified, 


eſpecially when this note in * the Caſe ſtated,” 


before the Reader. Forgiveneſs is not a human 
virtue, however it may be a Chriſtian grace. 
Here is the note. The Critical Reviewers 


would ſcreen him moſt ſhamefully (Mr. Weſ- 


ley, a ſervile plagiariſt from Doctor Johnſon) by 


alledging he could not find better thoughts or 


expreſſions: 2 an. excuſe for all literary theft, even 
8 ſhould 
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ſhould a new ſet of Reviewers ariſe, pilfer the 


eritical, and vend their monthly labours as their 
own.” Caſe ſtated, page 40.— Here the galled | 
Jade winces. Rem acu tetigi.— Moreover thoſe 
two general arguments, on which are founded 
the reaſoning of the Caſe ſtated,” could not 
poſſibly have a fair hearing at the bar of the Cri- 
tical Reviewers. They militate ſtrongly againſt 
the preſent ſyſtem, and in favour of the Ameri- 
cans. The firſt is this, Parliaments cannot 
© be ſupreme in all caſes whatſoever, without ; 
being infallible alſo.” The ſecond as follows. 
Colonies when they find themſelves compe- 
tent, that is, come politically of age, may, and 


. 


60 
8 
&« of right ſhould, in conſequence of an unani- 
| 4 


. 


ſubjection to the parent ſtate: a power de- 


&« rived from God, and authorized by the ne- 
«c ceſlity of things. * Caſe ſtated, Pages I, and 


 45.—Thele poſitions would ſeem plain to com- 


mon ſenſe: but that of the Reviewers, is un- 
common ſenſe. They would ſeem only decla- 
ratory and illuſtrative of Magna Charta: but 
Magna Charta muſt firſt have a royal patent in 


its favour, and an zuprimatur from their High 
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mity, nay, a majority of voices, throw off all 2 


Mightinefles the Critical Reviewers, before it 
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(hall be ſuffered to meet the public eye. We 
certify this, to appropriate the dignified lan- 
guage of a brother cenſor; and do further cer- 
tify, when the ſubſtance of religion, liberty, and 
literature, has taken up its final reſidence in the 
new Weſtern world, that the Critical Reviewers 
ſhall be deemed fit and proper guardians and 


conſervators of the ſhadow left behind. — 


Ir ot 0 obſervation aſs, N how un⸗ 
worthily the Critical Reviewers have treated 
codur great Female hiſtorian, Mrs. Mac AuLAx, 
in their February Review. Inſtead of preſerv- 
ing the delicacy, purity, and dignity of Criti- 
eiſm, they have proſtituted their office to the 
meanneſs of tea- table inuendo, and goſſopping 
chit- chat. Even the Hiſtorian's learned and vas 
nerable friend, Dr. WiILsox, has not eſcaped 
them. An act of exalted diſintereſtedneſs, of 
pre- eminent generoſity, to one of the FIRST 
LITERARY PERSONAGES OF OUR DAY, they 
have endeavoured to throw into ſhade, into the 
freſco of malevolent remark.— 
public virtue; the vicious relaxation of national 
manners; the misfortunes attending our arms; 


the ſudden eclipſe of Britiſn glory, and the too 


0 SS pro- 


—The decay of 


| W. + 
| probable evils that ſurround us, are hot enough 1 


the Reviewers muſt add their mite (all in their 

| power) to the calamities of the times, and the 
diſgraces that have ſunk ug che eſteem of na- 

tions, by endeavouring rw ſupp 

' which can only reſtore us to empire and honour: 

| Our armies defeated, or rendered unoperative 
abroad; and the. ſuperior exertions of private 


virtue ridiculed at home; not to mention the 


illiberal treatment moſt publications on the fide 
of Liberty meet with from our literary judica» 
_ tures, are ſure Proofs, that we are finking un- 
der the weight « of our own degeneracy; beſides 


exhibiting a melancholy preſage of our haſten- 


ing ruin. The plauſibilities of mere exterior 
cannot laſt long, unſupported by the reality. 


: Alli is filence and ſunſhine often, before the vol- 
cano tremendouſly burſts, or the earthquake no 


leſs tremendouſly opens. Nor will the piteous 
old woman-like, ejaculation of a Reviewer for 


peace (ſee Critical Review for February, article 


c the Caſe ſtated 0 fave the tion from the 


conſequences of her own perſiſted - in folly and 


temerity, or liquidate the ſhare of guilt the 


Reviewer has more than in common with other 


men, by. a glaring partiality, on monthly 8 
| cord : 


reſs that ſpirit 


iy 
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cord. againſt villas: thoſe. very men in poirer, . 
that have previpitated us into our preſent diſho- 
| hodrable and petilbus fitnation, The fins of 


guides of the people, "mt of thoſe, who hi 2 4 

periodical labours, ſhould ſupport the princi= | 

ples of the conſtitution, and light up the gene- 
rous 
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Added to common ſins. we may here again mention that 


flagrant offence, already taken notice of in this Preface, which 
Heaven cannot always pals over, © the ſhameful proſtitution of 
* God's peculiar names, and ctaratcker: y_r ny to FT fenful = 

To i 000 OO © 


1 lame of liberty through theſe realms, 
: Members of parliament, Biſhops, and Review- 
ers; the ſins of theſe 1 men, 1 repeat it, are the 
: ſpecific « cauſe of our decaying manufaQures, our 
_ curtailed trade, our degradation of national cha- 
. racter, and the ſtrong appearances of an ap- 
proaching diſſolution of a free ſtate When the 
ſons of ſcience and letters exerciſe the pen, in 
conjunction with civil and military power, to 
countenance an unjuſt and deſpotic ſyſtem, we 
muſt either become abject, voluntary flaves, or 


fave ourſelves with arms in our Hands, by a a ſe- 
cond revolution. —— N 
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Tur foregoing ſtrictures . Critical, ap- 
"as. though ſomewhat in a: qualified ſenſe, to 
the Monthly and London Reviewers. It is 


aſtonifhing how theſe ne 


and ſuperiority to other nations, is nothing bet- 
ter than an individual launching | out into ſelf- 


eulogy, and ſelf-admiration. . Vanity i in private 


life is a ſure proof of weakneſs ; 3 vanity in a na- 


tion, of national imbecility. While thoſe i in- 
i tereſted ſyeophants, that would flatter and buoy 
up this vanity, do all in their power to render 


an object of pity, an object of contempt. Our 


Reviewers have no more idea of a future, uni- 


verſal 


« fellow mortals.” The clergy to a man acquieſce in it, nay, go 
the profane length of attempting to juſtify it! They affect to be 


55 the ſervants of the Moſt High, and the diſciples of the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt ; yet they burn. incenſe on the altar of ambition, 


and offer up, in ſacrifice, the honour of their Maker, and their 


Maſter, to a ſellow creature !—Biſhops muſt firſt ceaſe to be 
ulolatres, before they can reform themſelves, or be employed 
- as inſtruments to puſh forward the ſchemes of Divine Admini- 
ſtration. Beſide, they have given their votes on the bench for 


war—bella, horrida bella—and dyed their lawn fleeves deep 


in the blood of brethren and proteſlants ! = 


nen love to trudge on in 
the trammels of partial politics, and ſelfiſh 


opinions. A nation talking vain-gloriouſly of 


itſelf, and introducing into. all converſations its : 
: antiquity, majeſty, its legillatiye pre-eminence, 


© il 1 
verſal governtdent, under God, Mie" Supre | 1 
b Ruler of the world, than hie official devil to | 
1 whom they give employment in the printing- ; 


houſe.” They mult either deny revelation alto- Fee | 
: gether, or they muſt take it for granted, that j 
the preſent ſyſtem of envy and jealouſy, among: 


; 4 rival powerful nations, i8 the true means of 

1 eſtabliſhing harmony, union, benevolence, and 4 
| kind affeQtions ; notwithſtanding that this envy .Y 
; _s and jealouſy, (it is notorious) without check, 4 


would carry the ſeparate intereſts of each ſtate, ; 


ST the length of invaſion, aſſault, robbery, N 
murder. — The ſimplicity, purity, and Dan tt | | 
of the Chriſtian religion, will either never b᷑en 


come general, or the policy of diſtinct Rates 
muſt coaleſce, and conſpire with each other, to 
(25 bring about this ſimplicity, purity, and ſoda- 
lity. The politics of France ſupport popery: 
the politics of Great Britain ſupport what is 
called, a reformation from popery. If their 
politics do not become one, how ſhall their re- 
ligion become one? Miracles have ceaſed. Yet 
without being able to anſwer the queſtion, in 
its full extent, the R-viewers affect to triumph 
over © the Caſe ſtated.” But they triumplhy 
550 8 FI without 
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To foregoing ſtrictures onthe Critical, ap- 


ty, though ſomewhat in 'a:qualified ſenſe, to 5 
the Monthly and London Reviewers. It is 


aſtoniſhing how theſe, 


the trammels of partial politics, and ſelfiſh 
opinions. A nation talking vain-gloriouſly of 


itſelf, and introducing into, all converſations its 5 


antiquity, majeſty, its legiſlatiye pre- eminence, 
and ſuperiority to other nations, is nothing bet- 
ter than an individual launching out into ſelf- 
b eulogy, and ſelf-admiration. . Vanity i in private 
life is a ſure proof of weakneſs ; vanity in a na- 
tion, of national imbecility. While thoſe i in- 
tereſted ſycophants, that would flatter and buoy 
up this vanity, do all in their power to render 


an object of pity, an object of contempt. Our _ 
Reviewers have no more idea of a future, uni- 


verſal 8 


© fellow mortals.” The clergy to a man acquieſce in it, nay, go 
the profane length of attempting to juſtify it! They affect to be 


g the ſervants of the Moſt High, and the diſciples of the Lord 


| Jeſus Chriſt; yet they a incenſe on the altar of ambition, 


and offer up, in ſacrifice, the honour of their Maker, and their 


Maſter, to a fellow creature !—Biſhops muſt firſt ceaſe to be 
| Molatres, before they can reform themſelves, or be employed 


as inſtruments to puſh forward the ſchemes of Divine Admini- 


tration. | Beſide, they have given their votes on the bench for 
war—bella, horrida bella—and dyed their lawn fleeves deep | 


in the blood of brethren and protellants !— 


en love to trudge on in 
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verfal g trumlent, under God, che Supreme 55 
Ruler of the world, than*the' official devil to 
vrhom they give employment in the printing- 
houſe. They muſt either deny revelation alto- 
gether, or they muſt take it for granted, that 
the preſent ſyſtem of envy and jealouſy, among F 
rival powerful nations, is the true means of 
eſtabliſhing harmony, union, benevolence, and 
kind affections; notwithſtanding that this envy 
and jealouſy, (it is notorious) without check, 
Would carry the ſeparate intereſts of each ſtate, 
the length of invaſion, aſſault, robbery, and 
 murder.—The ſimplicity, purity, and ſodality 


of the Chriſtian religion, will either never be- 


come general, or the policy of diſtinct ſtates 
muſt coaleſce, and conſpire with each other, to 
bring about this ſimplicity, purity, and ſoda- 
lity. The politics of France ſupport popery: 


the politics of Great Britain ſupport what is 


called, a reformation from popery. If their 
politics do not become one, how ſhall their re- 


ligion become one? Miracles have ceaſed. Vet 


without being able to anſwer the queſtion, in 


its full extent, the R-viewers affect to triumph 
over © the Caſe ſtated.” But they triumply 
e without 


| wo 


| miniſters and eee, 


A 
thing ſo viſionary and romantic as a Millenium ; 
but that all nations, ſome time or other, will 
regulate their conduct towards one another, by 


the > forbearing and forgiving Pr ecepts of Chriſti- 


anity; conſequently, that all nations will be 


cemented and conſolidated into one great com- 


munity, by one common principle pervading 

the whole. This will virtually and ſubſtantially 
be the fame thing, as if God, by viſible repre- 
ſentation, or ſhekinah, ſhould preſide over and 
geovern all the kingdoms of the earth. The 
| prophetic ſpirit of the New T eſtament abſo- 


lutely looks forward to a ſameneſs of religion, 


laws, and intereſts, before the termination of 
our ſyſtem. But how can this happen, if every 
kingdom continues ſelfiſhly affected to itſelf, 
| magnifies and idolizes itſelf, and beholds all 
other kingdoms with a jealouſy, a diftruſt, irri- 
table, vindictive, and ready to ruſh into aggreſſion 
and violence, on the lighteſt occaſion? Let 


the Reviewers ſtep forth and unravel the diffi- 
my here. We are affured that men, as indivi- 


_ duals, 


dane, as. Ad. 0 our 


[ xxx * 


duals, muſt adopt the temper and diſpoſitions 


| of Chriſtianity, before they can be accepted or 
rewarded, as ſubjects of God's moral govern- 
ment, or, which is the ſame thing, as the diſ- 
ciples of Jeſus Chriſt. Now, this temper, theſe 
= diſpoſitions, muſt be uniform, conſiſtent, and 


permanent. A man, muſt carry them from pri- 
vate life, into the privy councils and parliaments 
of the ſtate; feel their energy and influence in 


his deliberative, as well as executive capacity; 


otherwiſe, a monſtrous abſurdity preſents its 
hydra head. It is this, that men muſt be vir- 
tuous, ſelf-denied, humble, placable, and for- 
giving, in private life; but in public reſponſi- 
ble ſituations, it is neceſſary they ſhould be void 


of virtue, ſelfiſh, proud, implacable, and un- 
forgiving. Reviewers will diſcover greater 


powers of ingenuity and caſuiſtry, than they 
have ever yet done, to reconcile this contra- 
diction. Yet, until they do reconcile it, they 
ought to have the modeſty and good manners 
to be ſilent in the diſpute agitated between 


Great Britain and America. Elſe, they only 


ſkim along the ſurface of the ſubject, and telk 
about it and about it, till they have talked | 
| — —— — every | 
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every one aſleep, but themſelves.— The buoy 


is ever in a ſtate of agitation on the top of 
85 the current, while the maſſy plummet, after 

having found the bottom, the bed of pearl, 
reſts there. For my part, if we, calling our- 
ſelves Chriſtians, do not recognize God's ſpe- 


_ cial interference (though his agency be invi- 
fible) in the political concerns of this world, 
[ can ſee no difference between us and a ſociety 


of waſps or bees, deſtroying one another. 
Perſonal pride, or ſelf-confidence, is ſtrongly 
ſtigmatized in ſcriptue: national pride, or 
ſelf-confidence, would ſeem the ſame offence 
I; accumulation. —We may impute our diſ- 
graces. and misfortunes as a nation, to this, 
that, and the other, ingenious cauſe: but our 
; going forth in the fulneſs of our own ſtrength, 
in the pride of our fleets and armies, without 


acknowledging God in our councils and ſe- 


nates, and to attack an innocent, virtuous, 
and induſtrious people, between whom and us, 
the protecting care of the Creator had placed 45 
gulph of water ſome thouſand miles broad, 10 


the true and only cauſe l. 


-Reviewers may 
laugh at this, anxious for the little concerns 


of 


of three little iſlands, and diſdainfully vaunt= 
ing themſelves in the invincibility of the Bri- 
tiſh navy: but they ought to conſider, that 
a Greece, that Rome, was in our predicament 
once, as great, mighty, opulent, and 
boaſtful as we. Where are they now ?—— Ts 


tianity makes us freemen. 


* 1 


Bur Reviewers, like placemen and penfion- 
ers, love to hang by their poſts. Yet, when 


our preſent conſtitution ſhall be diſſolved (it 
ſeems running faſt i into diſſolution) and ſhall be 
revivified in an American form, Reviewers : 


will be forced to ſhrink away one by one, as 
did the retailers of accuſation heretofore, who, 


as a proof of their innocence, were deſired 70 


caſt the firſt flone. It is no matter to what 
place LiBERTY takes her flight. Wherever 


ſhe reſides, there is one's country, there is 


one's paradiſe. In truth, liberty and chriſtianity | 


are the ſame. Tyranny makes us ſlaves: Chriſ- 


A Few words more, „ cequrding the Reviewers, 


ſhall end this Preface. Theſe men have a nota- 
ble method of rendering their cenſorial taſk eaſy. 
When they do not chuſe to enter the liſts with 


an 


Þ xxxii | 


an . they all at once bravely ſuppoſe "OY 
thrown down, as in conflict, and treat him ac- 
| cordingly. A baboon acting over his feats of 
aſſault and offence, round the fleeping lion.— 
When they ſtart back affrighted from taking up 
the conſideration of an argument, on original 
| principles, and extended ground, they have no- 
thing todo but to ſay, * poh, this Author deals 
in hard words, unintelligible expreſſions, rhap- 
ſody, &c. &c.— Theſe pigmy critics ſtand- 
ing tip- toe on ſome hillock of Great Britain, and 
poking out their fooliſh necks, think they ſee 
the whole world; and that the great Creator's 
8 providence and power, cannot act beyond their 
magic circle. They were born in Britain: Bri- 
tain, therefore, is the whole earth to them, and 
though but a ſpeck on the terreſtrial globe, mo- 
nopolizes the whole favour of Heaven. Had 
theſe men been born in a ſtable, they would 
have looked upon horſes as their brethren, and 
prepared their backs for the ſaddle, and their 
: mouths for the bit. — 


| Non tali auxilio, nec defenſoribus iſtis, 


A SERMON, 
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GENERAL FAST. 
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: When ye ſpread forth your wwe I will hide mine eyes from you: 


when ye make many prayers, I will not hear. Your HANDS. 
ARE FULL OF BLOOD!!! 2 Tur Bizz. 
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3 
18 


1 
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"T will be aſked he. ES, 18 ; my pulpit? f where jp 


is my commiſſion for preaching -The anſwer i is 
ready. My pulpit is the Preſs; and my com. 


8 miſſion | is that which 3 received ein the great Crea- . 
tor, when he gave 1 me my being, and the privileges ö 


belonging to it. When he breathed into my noftrils 
the breath of life, he gave me the high prerogative 


of thinking for myſelf, of expreſſing or writing theſe _ 
thoughts, and of publiſhing them to the world, if 1 
pleaſe.— What 1 1 (as ſuch) has an authority equi- f 
| yalent to mine ? He derives his from a i fellow mortal, 
"II — 
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It matters not whether that fellow-mortal be his- 
Holineſs at Rome, or his Majeſty at St. James's. 
The medium is the ſame, that is, it is not divine. 
I derive my authority from the Creator and Gover- 
nor of the world. I preach to the ſpecies at large, 
dt the lead of whom God himſelf i is, and under him 
Jeſus Chriſt: not to an inſular corner of that world, 


where an clected individual preſides, or a delegate un- 


der him; George the Third, or the oſtenſible Mi- 
niſter of the day. It is true, they form a part of my 
auditory, but, a very ſmall part, in compariſon with 
the whole. Let Preachers, from magnificent arch- 
_ biſhops, to Punfimethediſtäkal ranters, proudly 1 im- 
mure themſelves in their little wooden circumferences 
(the narrowneſs of the place, emblematic of their re- 
Hgious narrowneſs) ſaying to the unrefleting circles 
around them, 2-1 am of Paul, Tam of the Apollos, 
l am of Cephas:” mine be the more expanded am- 
bition, to. have the earth and the heavens for my 
pulpit, : and my congregation the whole human race. 


* 


. 


© Bzs1Dz, 8 is my 5 tte ſcriptural warrant for 
preaching, which no biſhop, or community of bi- 
ſhops, can either beſtow, or take AWAY. « He that 
* helieveth in me,” that is, every one, lay men as 
well as cleric; the works that I do,” that i is, all 
| the offices of the Chriſtian miniftry ; ; © ſhall he do 
* alſo.” This is a deciſive paſſage, from the mouth 
of our common Maſter, in fayour of laymen, but 


againſt 
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| againſt the uſurped authority of ecclefiaſtics.” "Like 
other valuable portions of the word of God, it has 
been pertinaciouſly overlooked. Men do not read the 
Bible, now-a-days, for themſelves, becauſe they keep 

a ſet of men in pay to ſave them the trouble. Upon 
this ſhameful neglect of laymen, the claims of the 
prieſthood have been built, and an aſtoniſhing ſacer- 
dotal polity erected, repugnant to the equal rights 
of mankind, unknown to the ſeriptures, and unfa- 


vourable to the reception of the goſpel, nnn Jos, 
* urks, and eee N 5 


* 


e ee neee h are in my 
1 from The members of the prieſthood preach only 
for hire. Keep tithes from them, and the proſpect 
of riſing to honourable diſtinQions in the church, and 
moſt of our clergy would no more mount à pulpit, 
to preach the goſpel of Chrift, than a player would 

act Shakeſpeare's plays on the ſtage, without his gra- 
 tuity for the night, or the ſeaſon, | In truth, without 
their yearly emoluments, how could they have their 
fine houſes, chariots, liverymen, ſumptuous tables, 
parties of pleaſure, &c. theſe appendages and re- 
wards of the goſpel Beſides, without them, they 
would diſobey one of their Maſter's commands, a 
defaulture, to be ſure, they are never guilty of. 
Make unto yourſelves friends of the Mammon of 
4 unrighteguſneſs, that when ye fail, Bl may ra- 
ceeive vou into everlaſting habitations“ 


46: + 3] 


My motives, in ſermonizing, are not lucrative. FE 
Nay, 1 ſhall probably loſe, in a pecuniary'ſenſe, by 

my endeavours to preach—common ſenſe, common de- 
corum, and common honefty.—My ſermon will contain 
other peculiarities likewiſe, —-I was not dubbed a 

5 preacher by the impoſition of hands. Impoſition of 
hands !—An honeſt Engliſh term, though unknown 
to biſhops, for deceit and robbery. Implying firſt, 
the robbing the eternal God of his higheſt preroga- 
tive, the imparting of his own moſt holy ſpirit ; and 
ſecondly, their groſs deception of fellow mortals, | 


who, it is to be preſumed, believe that the biſhop, 


at ordination, has actually imparted this ſpirit. 


; F 4 Nr Rz whereas the clergy generally aggran- 
dize, nay, idolize themſelves, in their ſermons, as a 
.claſs of men divinely inſtituted : 'mine, on the con- 
trary, would repreſent them in their proper colours, 
as intruders into office, and abſolutely ſuperceding 
the preachers of the New Teſtament. They dare to 
delegate an authority to one another, in ordination, 
which they never poſſeſſed themſelves, beſide hang- 
ing on the powers of this world for ſupport and 
countenance. Of courſe it follows, that the late faſt 


day was their's, not the King' s. Biſhops injoined it: 


the heralds proclaimed it. Laymen have too much 
good ſenſe and decency, to perſuade themſelves they 
have any rer to make men faſt or pray, againſt 
their will. If they do chuſe to faſt and pray, Pro- 


clamations 


a 1 
4 Fo + 2 
E 


the 


Claes have no merit; ; if they do not, they haye 


no rp l In either caſe. e are non: efficientꝰ 


b x : * ” . 2 * 
- L 0 
4 . : 2 * . - p 4 


* r is it, therefore, and how does it 
prove the utter degeneracy of Britons, that the late 


faſt was generally obſerved: with greater ſtrictneſs 


and devotion, than the Sabbath for ordinary is. This 
is the obvious inference: we are diſpoſed to obeß 
man rather than God; George the Third, rather 
than Jeſus the Son of God. Obedience is due to the 

King, as our civil magiſtrate, whom we have our- 

ſelves appointed, and pay; but no farther. When 
he takes upon him ſpiritual legiſlation, the right of 
dictating to our minds, in caſes only referable to 
God, every one 18 juſtified in diſobeying, and will be 

rewarded, in another world, for boldly abiding the 


conſequences. Call no one F ather, no one Maſter 


cc upon earth z 2 that i is, in 2 reli em matters. 


Nor kme ſo 1 afcortaios the chara&tr of the 


nitnes,” ſo ſtrikingly points out our ripeneſs for ſome 
awful revolution, that ſhall ſeverely puniſh, while it 
may tend to reform us, than our ſuperſtitious ob- 
ſervance of holidays, when we have ceaſed to obſerve 
the decalogue or moral law. The Jews, as their fi- | 
nal deſtruction by the Romans drew near, grew more 
and more attached to the obſervation of days, and 
months, and years. Me likewiſe, (would to God the 
remark x 


: 
= 
: 
x 
* 
o 
oy 
L 
* 
: 
3g 
5 
F 
"| 


4 46 
4 4 2 . \ N 3 JEONG > va IM 8 * 8 — we 
r — — — _ ” : — 3 2 * tt >, . 7 — Lo. { "TY Ons te? 7 3 2 ad 2 

- O - "= 

: , . * -I 

3 8 e * 4 . V. We 2 Me. — , 2 p 
— — . ER e n 8 wi ki TE» 2 2 
; > K r — r (FLEE Sts 
| . s * 
8 3 2 q 
D a 3 


3 
, 
J 
4 
45 
þ 
! 
; 
F 


. OT ar re el A ae CI . 
3 9 ace. a 


n 


r 


0 £265 13. 


"remark could not be made 1) in proportion as we 
have broken the commandments of God, are become 
more aſſiduous in obeying the injunctions of -fellow 
mortals (biſhops and civil magiſtrates) and ehe | 
e to idols, of paper, n e of projer. WE 


264-863, 


3 at Mey very time that Reieons al ig- 


Ph Hou failed to command ſucceſs in the field 
(once the glorious characteriſtic of Britons) they 
boldly and preſumptuouſly demand an audience of 
heaven, and-plead the juſtneſs and worthineſs of their 

| cauſe, They brand themſelves, in the form. of 
prayer, as ſinners, yet recommend the goodneſs. of 
their cauſe to the protection and bleſſing of heaven. 
But how can the cauſe of ſinners be good? It is a 
_ palpable ſoleciſm in terms. Biſhops may as well 
contend, that badneſs is the a& of becoming. good, Y 


and that en, conſiſts in finning..- — 


Iri is x no importance to know 5 what cauſe 


Britons have fallen ſhort of ſucceſs; whether from a 


relaxation of anceſtral virtue and valour; or from 


the ſuperior wiſdom and unanimity, (rendered pro- 
pitious by Almighty God) of their opponents in 
arms. The fact is, we have failed, and the Ameri- 
cans been proſperous, in the ſame degree. Shall we 


then, at this piteous dilemma, apply to olD woMEN; , 
dreſt in ſurplices, lawn ſleeves, and mitres, for a re- 


— 


novation of Britiſh ſpirit, a re-animation of Britiſh 


heroiſm ? 


* 


[1 , 


heroiſm ? Theſe very old women t66, wallowing in 


4-8] 


luxury and the love of this world! How are the 


mighty fallen !”—If biſhops would do effectual 
good to their inſulted and injured country, ſuffering 
in every nerve, and bleeding in every vein, let them, 
in the name of Chriſtian magnanimity, togethet 
with the inferior clergy, inſtantly form themſelves 
into regiments, get ſerjeants to diſcipline and teach 
them the military art. This will evince their ſince- 
rity, and at the ſame time, their true greatneſs and 
dignity of mind. Many of them are robuſt able · bo- 
died men, fit to ſerve his majeſty king George, 
Thoſe among them that have had their conſtitutions 
broken down with indolence, indulgence, and high 
living, will find more relief in this active line of life, 
than from all the Doctors, and Mineral Waters in 
the World. Since they have adopted the preſent 
vindictive and bloody ſyſtem, and would exterminate 
millions of virtuous free men, for defending their 
lives and property, let the eſtabliſned clergy paſs 
over the Atlantic as one man, and meet the Ameri. 
2 on equal terms in che field. Inſtead of proying 


"ES EET 


ing "mk Fes 4 Jet the Englit and: Scottiſh ; 
clergy fight them, .if they dare, Chriſtianity inſpires 
courage, if their cauſe is chriſtianity ; and truth i in⸗ 


ſures conqueſt, provided their cauſe will bear the 


ſerutiny of truth. 


Taey 


E : 8 ] 
E . Tuxx are uſeleſs i in the ſtations they now occupy, 
3 pot to fulfil the ſcriptures, by: identifying in their 
perſons thoſe falſe Chriſts and falſe Prophets, which 
the true Chriſt and true Prophet, has affectionately 
warned us againſt. We can do without. them. We 
have the New Teſtament in our poſſeſſion, (thank 
God) which is fully ſufficient for life and manners, 4 
and to lead us into the kingdom of Heaven. The 7 
E preceptive part of the New Teſtament (in. which 2 
1 alone the people are concerned) no more requires ex- 
PlwKhanation now, than the words of our Saviour, and 
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8 - | | His Apoſtles, required explanation, when they ut- 
; tered. them. Ive have, therefore, no buſineſs for ſo 
{ | enormous A body, as the clergy. The miniſter for 7 «| 
| | the time being, I allow, has. The clergy have ever 
1 ] been « one of the main ſpokes in the wheels of govern- 
L | 15 ment, without which, their motion would have been 
1 . 5 fs often fatally obſtructed, perhaps deſtroyed. They 
j [ ; are a preponderating weight on the miniſter's balance 
ö — all occaſions, whatever his ſyſtem may happen to : 
: Wax be. HIN they affect to call their maſter, has not ſo 
i | Fs hearty, ſo uniform an obedience from them, as the 
| 


Premier. Even our preſent awful and portentous 
ſituation would not have happened, (to the honour of 
Britain, proteſtantiſm, and humanity,) had the eſta. 
bliſhed clergy taken a general decided pry n 
dur late invaſive, ſanguinary meaſures. | e 


Tas | 


. 


2 „ wan cow” 


— 


* 


3 ix; 9 £8 : 
Tu Golpel i is a : goſpel of Re; Chelfitanity is is a 


| Het of forbearance and forgiveneſs : the hierarchy, 
therefore, would have had both on their fide, and 


been remembered with the warmeſt gratitude by poſ- 


terity, had they counteradted the violent and deſo- 
lating plan of an obſtinate, miſinformed, bloody ad- 


miniſtration. But the dye is caſt; and the clergy of 


the Engliſh and Scottiſh urthes will have the ſin- 
_ gular ſatisfaction of refleRting, that they have been 
ſteadily inftrumental in bringing about a diſmember- 
ment of the Britiſh empire; and, in the courſe of 
things, of reducing the once glorious iſlands of 
Great Britain and Ireland, to the pitiful condition of i 
provincial dependencies on foe great and powerful 
neighbour. Whatever freedom and keenneſs there- 
fore, reſpecting the clergy, are to be found in the 
N following pages, they juſtly deſerve them. They af. 
ſume the character, and are exorbitantly paid for it, 


of being the preachers of righteouſneſs, mercy, pon 
5 peact; yet they have ſtrengthened the hands of the 


Miniſter in violating theſe, and ſetting at nought the 


firſt requiſitions of chriſtianity * .—So much by way 
of introduction. Return we now to the conſideration 


of Faft Days 5 only taking occaſion to inform | the 18 


reader, that we muſt deviate from the diviſions uſuay | 


; ; 4 2 N o N | 
; . g . f dA LS $f | ; 


» Whoever would wiſh to ſee the jufteſt and moſt finiſhed Por- 
traits „ becauſe true, of the ſpirit ard principles of the hierarchy, 
may conſult Mrs, MacavLar's hiſtory, paſſim- a work of intrinſic 
merit, to all true Britons and Proteſtants, and what cannot t fail to 
render the matchleſs writer the admiration of future ages. 
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in ſermons, in the preſent diſcourſe; and will be 
contented with the common paragraph mode of x wri- 
ting, as the ſentiment may lead us. 


Tur idea of a Faſt Day has more of a a vi. 7 
rit in it, than that of Chriſtianity. All the poſitive 
inſtitution of the Jews were abrogated | by! the Chriſ- 
tian diſpenſation, if we except the decalogue, which 
is a ſummary of moral obligation, and muſt, in the 
nature of things, be immutable and eternal. God 
was the only law-giver among the Jews: all their 


public obſervances, therefore, were peculiarly ſancti- 
oned by his authority, and were obſerved with a ſtrict- 


neſs, that would not otherwiſe have happened, and N 
with an unanimity, that did not leave out an excep- 
tion. But Theocracy ended with the Jews, and ſo 
did all their feſtivals, and public holydays. Chrif. 
tianity did not ſubſtitute any in place of them. It 


ſentimentally operates, or ſhould operate, on the in- 


ward, not the outward man, not by external. fgns, 
but internal convictions not through the medium of ; 
courts and hierarchies, but the holy ſpirit of theliv- 


ing Gop,—What right then has any modern — | 
to inftitute a Faſt Hay? To proclaim a Faſt Day, is 
to create a new day. The peculiar duties of a day 
0 conſtitute its moral identity; ſo that to preſcribe par- 
ticular duties, for a particular day, differs not from 
the creation of a new day, in the calendar of time. 
Ridiculous as the thing may be, 1 is certainly | 


true, 


- 


| E. 1 Ei 4 
true, 1158 far as a x mortal man can alter the nature of: a 
day, with regard to its intellectual obſeryance. 8 


. Men zovzs; as lh by the e of his 
ſervants, appointed Faſt Days among the Jews, and 
did not delegate the power to any ſubſtitute ; mo- 
dern kings, by preſuming to exerciſe his power, ſo 


far invade his dominion, and aſſume his prerogative. 
Nay, as God, in conſequence of the abolition of the 


Jewiſh hierarchy, and the diſperſion of its members, 
ceaſed to exert this prerogative himſelf; Kings, now- 
a-days, claim a right beyond their Maker, and arro- 
_ gantly would perpetuate the. obſervation of what Jus 
wiſdom deemed no longer neceſlary, —— The contraſt ; 
here is pointed, and ſhould redden the cheeks of 
kings and privy counſellors with ſhame and confu- 
ſion.— I am not afraid boldly to maintain this, as I 
have my Bible to ſupport me, and my conſcience to 
juſtify me. In compariſon with theſe, the force of 
| Prerogative, or the obligations of precedent, are no- 
thing better than the bye-laws of a tavern club, to 5 
; ſet aſide an n AQ of Parliament. F arther, 


Tur d his from perſonal conſciouſneſs 
of ſins and failings, had an undoubted right to hum- | 
ble themſelves i in ſackcloth and aſhes, before the face 
of Almighty God : but they exceeded all charity and 
| decorum, by concluding the reſidue of the kingdom 
to be as bad as S themſelves. The p are > not by 

„ many 


ms : 


8] 


many degrees as bad a8 Hey, being unchargeable with 


the worſt of crimes, the monſtrous abuſe of power, 


and the proſtitution of authority. The—and his— 
yy ought to know themſelves beſt, © and what manner 
"of ſpirits they are of,” throughout the aſtoniſhing - 
and myſterious tranſactions of three years paſt, 
wherein millions have been expended, and thouſands 
of lives made a ſacrifice of to purchaſe diſappoint- 
ment and diſgrace: but they have no right whatever 
to enter the boſoms of their heighbours, and take 
upon them to ſpecify their fins and tranſgreſſions. 


Theſe are between God and the individual, and are 


not to be either aſcertained or expunged by procla- 
mation. I inſiſt on it, as a ſubject of a greater po- 
tentate than any earthly governor, that no—or —— 


upon earth has any right to nabe me faſt or pray, 


but when J pleaſe myſelf. They may as lawfully com- 


mand me to ſleep or wake, eat or drink, breathe 


or not breathe, contrary tothe courſe of nature, and 
my own inclination. However, 


3 acquit both the—and THER of ſo great an 
enormity, as forcing me, by proclamation, to fall on 
my knees when I do not chuſe it, or with the con- 
viction of my being diſhoneſt, and baſely hypocriti- 


cal, if I did. Really, in ſuch a caſe, the — and — 
Sr be my idol, my, God; .and my prayers, fla- 


grant idolatry ; as the true God, has neither com- 
manded or rated me to be a worſhipper on the 


Fig jon, 1 would i ane the A farcical ſolemnity 4 


to 


Y 8 1 
to che moſt reverend and right Wend cirele coin > 
the — in ſhort, to the archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 
his ſuffragan - mutum pecus; who naturally with to 
expiate their ambition, hypocriſy, proſtitution of of- 


c ge. worlaly-mindedneſs, pride, haughtineſs, lux- 


ury, and high-living, by ſs eaſy a method, as the 
faſhionable: ate fineſſe. of a Faſt Day; vainly ex- 
petting that Gop, an all-ſeeing righteous Gop, will 
overlook their ſhameful delinquency, for months, 
years, and- generations, on account of the parading 
and proud humility of a few hours. The ſentiment 
is monſtrouſly abſurd, and could originate no 
where but among biſiops. The pity only is, that 
kings and miniſters of ſtate, at this improved and 11 
luminated time of day, ſhould ſuffer themſelves to be 
Influenced by a ſet of men, whoſe chief venerableneſs | 
is their black, coats, and whoſe chief purity is the 
whiteneſs of their lawn fleeves ! A ſet of men, who 
have, for a thouſand years and more, embroiled 
ſtates and kingdoms, torn aſunder the unity of em- 
pire, as well as the bonds of peace, and ſet beings of 
the ſame ſpecies and religion, to butcher and deſtroy 
one another | I here mean the clergy as an eſtabliſhed 
body: many exceptions occur among individuals. 


As a ſtate manœuvre, a political forlorn hope, L 
had no objection to the pro——n, nor would im- 
pugn it; but as a religious act connected unutter- 
ably with the inward affections, and only referable 


to God, it 9 no abe force whatever; 
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nay, was itſelf a nullity. hg as already obſetved. 3 
the biſhops were at the bottom of this phariſaical piece 
of craft; this expeditious method to atone for a long 
life of epiſcopat: vanity, arrogance, tyranny, volup- 
tuouſneſs, and avarice. It is full time, when the 
Britiſh empire is ſhaken from within, by a ſort of po- 
litical earthquake; when her glory and majeſty ſeem 
to be laid in the duſt; and, with her, every good and 
honeſt man, in evident danger of ſinking; it is high 


time, I repeat it, to make a direct attack on this ſun- 


clad, mitred, and lawn-ſleeved body ; b who with the 
fourth part of the opulence of the kingdom, annually 
pouring into their pockets, by their floth, negli- 


_ gence, time-ſerving, ſecularity, intolerant ſpirit, and 
unexemplarineſs of conduct, have been powerfully, 
though often inviſibly inſtrumental, in bringing go- 
vernment and theſe realms into the moſt perilous and 
tremendous: fituations ! Biſhops have beheld the in- 
ereaſing degeneracy and profligacy of all ranks and 


conditions, for generations, with perfect eaſe and in- 


difference, loitering on their ſettees, and lolling i in 
their painted ee all the while, — 6 


| . this, id "oo of charaQer as it is, 


conſtitutes but a ſmall part of the criminality of their 
erder. By their court-bred duplicity, mean adula. 
tion of ſuperiors, eternal hunting after honours and 
preferments, ſuperſtitious attachment to a political 


impoundment of Chriſtianity, malignity of ſenti- 


ment towards other denominations of Proteſtants, 


and let me add, exquiſite arts of ſanctimonious diſſi- 
mulation, 


ftw 1 
i mulation, Biſhops will be the ruin of the Britiſh em- 4 
Pire, ſooner or later; an empire once glorious and 
pre- eminent among nations. For a while, owing to 
| ſuch divine men as HoaoLEy, they appeared to have 
received enlightened. conceptions of civil and reli- 
gious liberty; but now, the bench, (two or three per- 
haps excepted) ſeem diverging faſt into antient ſu- 
perſtition, into extravagant. ideas of regal and par- 
liamentary power; which in the laſt reſult, or when 
the liberties of the people are critically at ſtake, is 
certainly controulable by the original authority that | 
created it, and, indeed, ſupports it. Kings, miniſ- 
ters of ſtate, and ſenators, without the people at their 
back, would be no more han a ſet of jointed wire- 
hung puppets, without the ſhewman behind, to give 
them utterance and mobility. This. conſpicuous re- 
lapſe and deterioration of biſhops, is varniſhed over 
indeed, but by no means altered, by their piety in 
inſtituting Faſt Days extraordinary, humbly ro in- 
treat heaven not to take part with the virtuous and 
generous Americans; or in the biſhop of London's 
lately iſſuing a reſcript, more ſtrictly to obſerve 
 Goop Fripay. In theſe reſpects, hat church which 
they have e/abliſhed ſermons to prove to be the iden- 
tical ANTICHRIST, infinitely exceeds them in punctu- 
ality and devotion, yet remains the identical Anti- 
chriſt ſtill. Even the lettered ſons of immor tality, of 
attic refinement, claſſical erudition, and, as critics, 
liberal, ' generous principles, when they become biſhops, 
commence the formal foes of freedom, ſentiment, 
and: S e e beyond their own line, and the 
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US 


SHatencles of a court. War ton, Ie and 


Herd, like common men, have been ſucked into the 
vortex of falſe politicks, fal Iſe logit, and Hf e 
Bur to reaſſume our firſt ſubject. 


Vid 


ris o as Rachel age as 3 
las, from principle and conſcience, could not 1 1 in 


the devotions of F ebruary 26: firuck with the un- 
Paralelled inconſiſtence * to give it a harfher term) : 
s ſubjects folemnly addreſ. 
ſing the Deity, for Ae and ſucceſs to deftroy, or 


of one half of his 


trample under foot, the other half! The matter of 


right, on our part, is a matter of aſſertion. Some 


millions of our brethren and fellow Proteftants, here, 


and on the other fide. the Atlantic, think 116. invaders, 
plunderers, and homicides, in over- running with fire 
and ſword their peaceable habitations. - In. Heaven, 

therefore, to liſten propitiouſly to us only, in our 
boaſtful pretenſions of ſupreme dominion, and legiſ. 


ative uncontroulability and not unto them, pre- 
fuming, even congreffionally preſuming, no farther, 
khan fimply to defend themſelves, and repel aſſault > 


the abſolute neceſſity we are under of profecuting 


the war at all events: but juſtice, truth, equity, 
moderation, gentleneſs, and clemency, rm the 
| holy cement that binds and confolidates empire. ONT 
_ theſe are looſened, by whatever cauſe, empire is in 
the ſtate of a tottering building: the very firſt vio- 
lent commotion, capable of ſhaking it, will tumble | 


the clumſy, diſjointed fabrick. to the ground, 1 
No 


We talk of tue centricity and unity of empire, and 


22 2 * OT 7 ö e - os. 2 22 * bY, a 
. * r ha = 5 e pas, 2/4: har , 3 „ 4 


EE 2 


| 


. P * 


| Ty 1 7 
No hefe Unt does zor proceed on the gener 


maxims ef difntereſted humanity, and the cultivated 
| diſpoſitions of Chriſtian placability and forbearance, 


ean ever be patronized by Heaven. What regards a 


Parey, à territorial corner, à rèſtricted plan of muni- 
cipal convenience, even with kings and grandees at 
the head of all, it not tie tauſe of the Deity), who re 
gards the ſpecies in his univerſal plan, and not a com- 

| paratively few, aſſociated together, on terms of their 

610%, in a circumſcribed diſtrict, If he regards de 1 

_ Rate, he muſt regard every tate in the ſame predica- 
ment, that is, ſtanding on the ſame narrow founda- 
tion, and moving round and round in the fame con. 
tracted circle. A cirele is not made for progreſs 5 =y 

power that moves only in a circle, can never Bo f. 

ward; but exhibits the parrut (prating and noiſy, it 
e een amd vound in 1 — 


$37 #84 * > 


W ne n Gtemimy, Turkey, Ee. 


| a political communities, governed independently of | 
each other; by their own laws, are to God objects of 
the ſame magnitude and importance, and held in the 


lame degree of friendſhip and favour. The only dif- 


FE ference is, the meaſure of virtue, integrity of prinei - 
ple, purity of morals, ſimplicity of manners, unaf. 


fected piety, and a public: ſpiritedneſs, embracing 


all mankind, that may happen to diſtinguiſn one 
from the other. Without theſe primary eredentials. 
theſe capital recommendations, the antiquity of an 


Do 2 5 empire, 
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empire, the martial and commercial pre · eminence of 


an empire, or even the efabliſhed., religion of an em. 


.. Pe conſtitutes no priority of claim, no - preferable 
right, with HIN, WhO ſees; through no medium, is 
determined by no local predilection, and is not con- 
fined in his judgment or deciſions by any teſt. Nays 
even the Chriſtian religion immemorially eſtabliſned 
in a particular fate, if it has not had a due influence 
there, and has not produced its proper effects, of 
piety, holineſs, ſelf-denial, generous principles, and 

unreſpecting benevolence, the very eſſence of th 
goſpel; inſtead of recommending that ſtate, and ſup- 


porting it in the day of trial, it will be an awful wits 


_ neſs againſt it, nay, a ſolicitor of an heavier puniſh” . 
ment than ordinary from heaven, on its inſenſible, 


thankleſs, ungrateful, and cunprofiting- inhabitants. 


How ridiculous then, that any one of theſe enume- 

rated kingdoms, ſhould appoint Faſt Days, in order 

to ſolicit (I had almoſt ſaid oblige) the great God of 
oy Heaven to aſſiſt her againſt another kingdom, better 
perhaps, at leaſt, not worſe than herſelf Every ſtate 


would confine the favour of heaven to its pitiful ſelf, 
in excluſion of all others, as 2 rapacious prime mi- 


niſter would monopolize the ſmiles of his ſovereign: 2 
in ſo much that God, by attending to the privy coun- 
dils and parliaments: of a particular ſtate; inſtead of 
uniting all nations of the earth (which ſooner or later 
muſt happen) into one univerſal equal government, 
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tender himſelf, Seals be contented t to gas away at 


St. james 8 Verſailles, or Conſtantinople, f in the 


lawn leeves of a biſhop, or te e embroidery « of, A 
courtier. But this | is not all. 


1 N 


Ear kingdom would FER every «thi king 
dom, did not her own inability, and the general 5 
equilibrium of power eſtabliſhed among rival and 
jealous nations, counteratt her deſigns. The ſenti- 
ment, notwithſtanding, ſubſiſts deeply imboſomed, 
permanent, and uniform: nothing but impotence 
ſtands in the way. One man meditating the life of 
another man, has the ſpecific guilt of a murderer, 
| notwithſtanding the opportunity, of executing his 
; purpoſe, has been kept out of his way. It is the : 
| fame with nations attacking each other, on mere 
principles of hereditary pride, local jealouſy, and 
territorial luſt of domination. The ſtate of hoſtility 
_ ceaſes not, till both are diſabled, or one totally! In 
this way, fince the beginning of time, nations have 
been deſolating and deftroying one another, and, to 


| the end of time, the ſame horrible buſineſs will con- 


5 tinue. Thus, in the final iſſue, God's univerſal em- 
pire, a : ſecond theocratic policy, would never take place; ; 
or elſe one ſucceſsful unbounded deſpotic govern- 


ment would ſwallow up all the reſt, and 90 over 
on face 1 the earth. — A 


8 8 


{ 0 ] 

Sven are the ſhort-fighted ebe views 28 poli- 
ticians, in appointing the raree-ſhew of faſt- days; the 
illiterature and impiety of biſhops, in compoſing 
ſuitable forms of prayer for the occaſion ; and ſuch 
the extreme ignorance and credulity, of the maſs of 
the people, to concur and co-operate with them. God 
will never attend to one man praying for another, 
unleſs that other be diſabled by ſickneſs or idiotiſm, 
A form of prayer addreſſed to the Almighty, com 
poſed by a reverend junto, actuated by prejudice, 
prepoſſeſſion, party, and reſentment, which cannot 
be denied to be the caſe at preſent, is the prayer of 4 
b inner, whom. we. are told, God never hears, © Firſt 
. © be reconciled to thy brother, (is the precept of 
14 Chriſt) and then come, and offer thy gift.“ But 
when ſtubborn unrelentingneſs, perſeyering ven» 
geance, and the unconditional exaQion of ſubmiſ- 
fion, ſimulate the compoſers, and animate the peti- 
tion; God cannot lend a liſtening ear to them, with- 
out falfifying his. own repeated declaration, and dif. 
 ayoying the principle on which the religion of his 
beloved Son is founded, viz, mercy and forgiveneſs, 
« If ye forgive not men. their treſpaſſes, neither will 
« your heavenly F ather forgive your treſpaſſes,” 
Finally, on this head, a Form of Prayer compoſed 

by biſhops, meant and underſtood as an addreſs to 
the Deity, and to be preſented on a particular Say, 
has not more decency and propeiety. in it, than a 
5 birth- 


FEY 


birth-day ode read at court, pipe god hot from the ” 
N of che Laureat. 8 


Bur an affecting eirumlignce's is haperadded. The 15 
newly compoſed form has, of courſe, introduced 3 


number of ſcriptural phraſes, with great impiety, to 0 to 

ſerve the purpoſes of a party. A party I will again 
| call it, as more than one half of the whole empire, 

conſiſting of as wiſe, ſubſtantial, honeſt men as are 
in it, reprobate the preſent war, and its inauſpicious 
projectors. Not only ſo, but it has given occaſion 
to a thouſand low terms of opprobious abuſe; render- 
ing the houſe of God no better than a brothel or an 


oyſter cellar. Traitor, rebel, ſectary, fanatic, have 


been mouthed over and over again, with the fluency 
| of Billingſgate, on that chaſte and immaculate day. 
Even the backward unaſſuming Doctors of the 
meek and lowly Scottiſh church (Carlyle, Campbell, 
Kc.) on a former occaſion of the ſame kind, forgot 
the circumſtance of their not being dignified clergy- 
men, and interlarded their diſcourſes with much p | 
 litical tawdry. One, however, may alledge in ſelf 8 


juſtification, that he is King's Profeſſor at Aberdeen, 
and the other, that he is King's Almoner. In reality, 
; clergymen preaching politicks from the pulpit, is 
much the ſame thing as if Lord North ſhould preach 
the goſpel from the treaſury. bench, or Lord s Sand- 
5c vich at a Bourg of admiralty. e | 
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"Moxroven, it 2250 be likewiſe e 1 55 
that God knows no treaſon or rebellion but againſt 
| himſelf. Treaſon and rebellion againſt England, now 
bellowed from the mouths of miniſters, courtiers, ſy- 
cophants, and biſhops, are not treaſon and rebellion 
againſt Heaven. Heaven has not, 1 believe, made 
a treaty of alliance offenſive and defenſive with 
Great Britain; at leaſt, if ſuch a treaty actually exiſts, 
Lord North muſt have put the ſchedule in his 


pocket, without giving the leaſt hint of it to the 
Houſes of Parliament. What, prithee, is England 
to God, more than F rance, Portugal, or any other 
ſtate? The fins and provocations of England, in the 
impartial eye of Heaven, are no leſs numerous and | 
_ rampant than thoſe of any other kingdom we know; 
her ſpirit of corruption not leſs, her ſpirit of holy 
hypocriſy not leſs. Nay,. her demerit beyond other 


nations is not to be concealed or denied. She affects 


to be the ſeat of a reformed Proteſtant Church. But 
let her tell the world (the world has a right to know) 


in what reſpect reformed ? By power and grandeur : 


having been transferred from the pope to biſnops, and 
_ the vanities and fopperies of an abſurd ritual, tran- 


flated from Rome to London. For my part, I know 1 


of no other eſſential reformation, except the fingle in. 
ſtance of clergymen acknowledging a temporal, for a 
—_ head ! Therefore, in the fight of God, who 
hates pretence, deceit, tyranny, and unjuſt privi- 
leges, at all times, and in every country, England 

is 


L 3 1 
is doubly culpable,. wi can have no reaſonable hope | 
2 that the ſupreme Governor of all nations, the King 
of Kings, and the Lord of Lords, will particularly 
proſper her fleets and armies. Eſpecially when we 
reflect, that theſe fleets and armies are gone forth 
againſt a people that never attacked us, till by the 
great law of retaliation (a ſpirited and neceſſary ſpe. 
cies of ſelf-defence) we compelled them to it: a peo- 
ple yet in the ſimplicity of empire, conſequently. 
diſengaged and unſuborned inſtruments in the hands 
of Providence; who have not; eſtabliſied ſuperſtition = 
into a fyſtem, or:teligion into a trade among its 
teachers. Nay, the time ſeems now haſtening on a- 
pace, inſtead of being the favourite of Heaven, that 
_ Godin his, righteous judgments, will puniſh Eng- 
land, perhaps exterminate her as a nation and peo · 
ple, for the ungrateful uſe. ſhe has made of his won- 
derful interpoſitions in her behalf: particularly by 
this the higheſt aggrayation of her gyilt, that ſhe has 
cooped up the goſpel of Chriſt in the hands of an in- 


tereſted rapacious heirarchy ; and has made Chriſti- 
anity, the chaſteſt, fimpleſt, and moſt ſelf-denied i in- 
: ſtitution ever the world ſaw, a mere matter of traffie 
among biſhops, deans, and doctors. God has for- 
borne, for generations, and centuries, to puniſn 
f England, and her prieſts, for nominating another 
head of the church, than his own Son: for pinning 5 
his gracious and benign religion to the ſleeve of a 
e or fouling” it i of in the lawn fleeves of a 
aß JH0 2 | Prelate. ; 
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prelate. As he did not ſpare even his own people, 
me Fows, but ſcattered! them like vagabonds, for 
meir crimes and abominations, over the whole earth; 


how is it that England, whoſe inhabitants he never 
called to be his own people, can expect forbearance 


ud merey. If he ſpared not tn natural braneh, 
& bow can we expect to be ſpared, who are branches 
of the wild olive- tree?“ And are the fins and 
trunſpreſſions of the Britiſh empire, the enormities 
of ages; to be expunged, to beretmembered no more; 


eur rr of ==} proclamation,” and to glut the 
falſe preſumptuous hopes of prelatie pride # Alas 


we deceive ourſelves; and ene ansther: the time of 


repentance muſt bear ſome proportion to the time of 


| offence ; ens day; one ſtarved miſerable day, is not 
_ that time. We have abundantly'proved one thing, 


on tlie late day of vaunting humilintion:” TA wars | 
WE nave AHD To BE CENGINE CunLsTiAxs, WE 


cn ACQPTT O&NSELVES AS. ACCOMPLISHED Hrro⸗ 


— 
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1 SHALL not here enter into the diſpute, whether 


one fet of men have a right to preſcribe. Forms of ; 
Prayer for another: not that I am undetermined in 


my own mind about it, but to avoid the tediouſneſs 


of detail, at preſent. I would only beg leave to ob- 5 
ſerve, in ſo many words, that I know of no ſuch 


right belonging to any claſs of men whatever. Our 


Saviour alone aſſumed it, in that imple but admi- 5 


2 rable 


- EP 


mable farm called the Lord's Prayer, The 8 
never did. From whence then have modern biſhops 

the right? Kings cannot beſtow it, for they have it 
not themſelves: and as to our bench of ſpiritua 


lords, they are not once mentioned throughout all 5 


the New-Teftament. | But to confine myſelf: to my 
ſubject. The form of prayer compoſed for the late 
Faſt-Day, is truly extraordinary. It takes a decided 5 
part, in the much controverted queſtion between us 
and the Colonies. It points out to God our nume- 
rous Proteftant brethren, on the other fide of the 
| Atlantic, as criminal and delinquent, in the firſt in- 
ſtance; as traitors and rebels; exculpating ourſelves | 
from all blame in our conduct towards them. This | 
is juſt telling God, that we are political ſaings, and 
they political fomners. e Stand by, for 1 am holier 
© than thou,” We have political Phariſees; as well 
as ſpiritual. © God, we thank thee, that weare not 
as other men are, or even as theſe rebellious and 
« traitorous Colonies.” Beſide, to call names, at 
the throne of grace,” would ſeem a moſt ungra- 
cious method of preferring our ſuit there. lt is ad- 
| mitted, the Form of Prayer makes ample confeſſion 
of ſins and provocations. But theſe are all private, 
not public and legiſlative. In reſpect to theſe, our 
total filence argues our belief, that we are not ſinners, 
but that the Americans are. Our miſerable ſituation 
with America, at preſent; is the immediate conſe- 
quence of want of ability, wiſdom, and honeſt in- 
tentions, among our rulers and ſenators. Theſe are 
* hk 5 > | | not 


L. 26 4 
- 'not humbly: and candidly acknowledged, in the Form 
of Prayer; conſequently, as the confeſſion of fins is 
a previous ſtep towards being forgiven our fins, and 
as this has not taken place, in a ſpecific ſenſe, f rela- : 
tive to our rulers and governors, we have mocked 
God, and deceived ourſelves, on that day. Public 
ſins, that is, ſins committed by the determining ma- 
: jority in Parliament, and by adminiſtration, are the 
only objects of a public Faſt- Day. Private domeſtic 
fins muſt, be repented of at home, in our cloſets, and 
no where elſe. This matter ſtrikes me in the fulleſt 
| x24 Rrongeſt 128 


5 WE have been unfortunate as a nation a of late: all 
our plans wonderfully fruſtrated, and our arms diſ- 
graced. We have fallen many degrees in the eftima- 
tion of mankind, and in the ſcale of nations, Our 
councils are diſtracted, our national unity broken into 
parties, and our reſources almoſt exhauſted. Have 

all theſe happened to us, and one half of the empire 
been diſſevered from the other, without errors, guilt, 

or criminality, in our miniſters and ſenators? Im- 

poſſible! The one is the cauſe, and the other the 
effect. How then could we expect to be heard by 

Almighty God, on a great national Faſt-Day, when 
| the principal fins of the nation, thoſe connected with 

| the deliberative and executive powers of govern- 
ment, have not been ſpecified or acknowledged? 

Loet my lords the biſhops anſwer this l and i im- 

portant queſtion. 


5177 — — ee 


1 1 


"there of confeltion and humiliation, defined: as 
above, the Faſt-Day exhibited a far other ſcene. 


Government was extolled and magnified, from the 
paulpit; the k—— bedaubed with panegyric; and, 
in ſhort, all the leaders of the preſent adminiſtra- 
tion repreſented i in the moſt immaculate light. In 
: proportion too as theſe \ were loaded with groſs com- 
mendation and fattery, the people of America have _ 
been nicknamed, abuſed, and inſulted, behind their 


backs. What doth all this amount to, but the moſt 


intolerable proud conceptions of ourſelves, and ma- 
levolent depreciation of our enemies, contrary to the 


85 


=> ſpirit of that goſpel, of which our biſhops pretend to 


be the teachers! With the private ſins of indivi- 

| duals, in and about the court, we have nothing "i 
do. Their outward confeſſion of them, in a Form 
of Prayer, is nothing better than the aurieular pa- 


rade of popery. While our rulers confeſs not thoſe 


ſins and demerits of national magnitude, that have 
been the cauſe of our uncommon difficulties and diſ- 
treſſes, and! in conſequence of which, the Britiſh em- 


pire totters on its foundation, but rather with one 


conſent have cloaked them before the face of Al. 155 


mighty God: what have we to expect from that day, 


gravation of them ! The bench of biſhops ſtuck up 
in acts of devotion, on the Faſt- Day, that have been 


all along a dead weight in the miniſter's ſcale, there- 
fore, conſiderably the cauſe of the blood and de- 


ſtruction attending the American war, was ſurely one 


of 1 the moſt farcick phenomenons in the annals of 


Ba” this 


but a continuance of our misfortunes, if not an ag- 


—— 
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this century. * ilk they appeared, not is ſenato- 


rial and legiſlative delinquents, giving their conſent 


to oppreſſive, Arbitrary, and [6p guinkry Aas of Thr 
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areſlions, which they a0 not EET in private” 
d will not be 


: mocked. with this trümpery of falſe 2 zeal, | this pom-' 


pous tranſlation of repentance. from private. life, to 
the public. ſervice of one Wi. . 


; 


DC nts. vices, no 8 in 12 5 long — 4 99 


; events, and courſe of things, muſt- be. the ruin 1 
8 overthrow of all nations: but the ſulden overwhelm- 

calamities, that happen unexpettedly, and contrary 
to appearances, in the progreſs of à year. or two, 
cannot be owing to private vices, but palpable acts 
of mal-adminiftration, . of miſ. rule, and. miſconduct 
in our governors. As an ingenuous penetential ſenſe 
of theſe acts, therefore, has neither been felt nor 


confeſſed, what is it the F aſt- Day has proved ? Why, 


What all che world knows already; that ſtateſmen and 
biſhops, like other men, are ſinners, ſelf. condemned 
ſinners, in the domeſtic walks of life, But no mote, 
I you blame them for repeated legiſlative acts of ty. 

2 ranny, war, and violence, by which one part of the 
empire has been diſmembered from the other, they 

peoſitively neither think. nor declare themſelves cul- 
pable: ſo that the very principle of a public Faſt. 
Day was wanting, the conſciouſneſs and confeſſion of. 


public im. Of courſe, there can be no amendment, 
1 5 - CT Inn id RY 


. 29 © : ©: 
no alteration for the better, in che primary move- 
ments of the NNE” 18 ee 2s 
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3p SE" 915 men » elf telling Ba yOu are great 
1 at home, but never ſin at levees, in cloſet-' 
ings. at St. Ja ames- 8, in privy councils, and parlia- 
ments, is aſſerting each man has two identities ; z one 
of which he leaves at home, when he goes to court, 
and the other diſmiſſes with his coach, when he re- 
5 turns home. ¶Nay, the matter has a more abſurd. 
aſpect ſtill. Theſe: wonderful men, when, the temp- 
tations to ſin are the greateſt, ſin leaſt, that is, in 
luerative ſituations of truſt under government; with 
this additional indueement likewiſe,” peculiar to men 
f high i in office, that they effectually- conceal; and argue 
away, as far as they can, one another's ſins.— Far- 
ther. © The Form of mw entreats God to e 


when we have incl And er with our ö 
bayonets, or after they are dead. This is epiſcopal 2 
forgiveneſs. Lord, when I have trampled ny 3 fi 
enemy under my feet, help me to forgive him.: 
Seriouſly, this is a ſhameful buſineſs, and cannot but 

1 bring down the vengeance and indignation of Hea- 

ven upon us. To pray for God's patronage and aſ- 
ſiſtance, to ſhed the blood of a fellow creature, is 
monſtrous and horrible ! Our futile diſtinctions in 

: politics cannot determine the of God peace, though 
they may determine us, to flaughter Beings of the 
ſame ſpecies with ourſelves. God does not know the 

* ef 


1 395 ]: 


k— of E-——, from any other king upon earth, 


as a 3 The Form of Prayer talks of great 


and marvellous things done for England: but things 
equally great and maryellous have been done for | 
France and Spain. We 1 95 our imperial! immuni- 


ties and independence ; ſo 


241 


0 they. We pretend 


to be reformed beyond them, yet are not better than 


they; the greater ſurely muſt be our condemnation. 


We would fain thruſt ourſelves in as the favourites 
of Heaven : but in vain! The events of three years 


have irreſiſtibly proved, that we are not the favour- | 
ites of Heaven, but caſt off from Heaven, on ac-. 
count of the corruption and baſe venality of our 


worldlymindedneſs of our biſhops, Till thoſe relin- 
quiſh their bribes, and eſe their ſecularities, we 


EP ww x» + 


| ſhall faſt and pray in vain. When ye ſpread i forth 


% your hands, 1 will hide mine eyes from you; yea, 


e when ye make many prayers, I will, not hear, 


5 Your Hane ARE FULL OF Boop 2 | 8 
Two or hey ates ations: occur on ap; 5 
ſubjes. —As a member of humanity, which compre- 


; hends the ſpecies, and at the head of which is God 
himſelf; alſo, as a diſciple, of the great Chriſtian | 


Lawgiver, who, as ſuch, has commanded me 7o call . 
0 one maſter upon earth, I muſt take the liberty of re- 


prehending a paſſage in the pro that in- 
ſtantly affects my allegiance to God and his Son. We 
are e enjoined | in that court reſcript, reverently and de. 

voutly = 


. x J 
voutly to obſerve the Faſt Day, a8 we tender the 
« favour of Almighty God, and would avoid his 
* wrath and indignation,” together with the menace: 
ment of being puniſhed by the civil magiſtrate, in 5 
caſes of non-compliance with the matter of the pro- 
If theſe are only words of courſe put together in 
popiſn arbitrary times, in conſequence of canonical | 
device, I would let them paſs as Vox et præterea nikil, 5 
But if indeed they would be underſtood to mean 
_ whatis. expreſſed, I proteſt againſt the authority that 
dictated them, and give it freely as my opinion, that 
every honeſt and independent Briton ſhould do the 
Tame. In a political ſenſe, I acknowledge George III, 
my king and governor; but as ſubſtituting himſelf 
in place of Almighty God, by dealing out his wrath 
and indignation, I cannot, and do not, acknowledge 
him. That the wrath and indignation of God ſhould 
| be ſummoned and dealt out by pro, is an 


unheard- of circumſtance ! the Pope (the allowed 
Antichriſt) pretends to infli& the terrors and puniſh-. 
ments of another world; but that a Proteſtant g 
ſhould imitate the Pope of Rome, in ſo enormous an 
aſſumption of power, affects me with ſurpriſe and re- 
gret !——The biſhops adviſed him, but cannot bring 
him off with decency or honour : diſhops—the 1 in- 

cendaries and diſturbers of all ſtates. \ 
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7 « their fhepherds have cauſed them to go aftray; 


11 


. My people are deſtroyed far lack of e 


c The prieſt and prophet have erred through ſtrong 


5 « drink: they are ſwallowed up of wine: they are . 
« out of the way with ſtrong drink. They err in 


— 


viſion: they ſtumble in judgment. They are 
« dumb dogs, ſleeping, lying down, loving to ſlum. 
ber: yea, they are greedy dogs, all Tooking their own 


ce way, every one for his gain from his quarter. Their 
land is full of ſilver and gold, neither is there any 
end of their treaſure, Their land is full of horſes, 


8 


* 
* 
* 


neither is there any end of their chariots. e are 
departed out of the way : he have cauſed many to 
“ ſtumble at the law: ye have corrupted the cove- 
e nant of Levi: 'Therefore have I alſo made you con- 
e ftempiible and baſe before all the people, according ass 


<« ye have not kept my ways, but have been partial 
* in the law. When ye come to appear before me, 


(c Who hath required it at your hand to tread my 
es courts? bring no more vain oblations: incenſe is 


* an abomination unto me: the new moons and the 


* ſabbaths, the calling ef aſſemblies, I cannot away 
with. Mien ye ſpread forth your hands, I will hide 
mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many 
prayers, I will not hear. — Behold, ye faſt for ftrife 
and debate, and to ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſs. Ye 
« ſhall not faſt as ye do this day, to make your voice 
© to be heard on high.—ls not this the faſt that I 
have choſen, to unlooſe the bands of wickedneſs : : 


8 


[3] 


& to und the heavy Burdens, and to let the ar fte go 
os free, and that Je a every yoke”. 


Tu Americans are here partieutanty indebted to 5 
te majeſtic and ſententious prophet: but, a greater 
than any prophet concurs in the delineation of the 


prieſthood. Wo unto you, Scribes and Phariſees, 


& hypocrites for ye are like unto whited ſepulchres, 
* which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are 
c within full of dead men's bones, and all unclean. 
. neſs; even fo, ye alſo outwardly appear righteous 
“ unto men, but within, ye are full of hypocriſy and 
* iniquity. ALL yoUR WORKS YE DO TO BE SEEN OF 
„ Mx.“ This is ſtrong ſcriptural painting, and 
would ſeem as applicable to our public teachers now, 
as then to the Jewiſh. Even the gentle, humble, 
meek, and lowly Jzsvs, threw off the wonted mild. 
neſs and ſerenity of his temper, when he addreſſed 
himſelf to the above time-ſerving, hypocritical claſs 
men. Le ſerpents !] ye generation of vipers| how 
can ye eſcape the damnation of hell?“ Were he 
now npon earth to contemplate the avarice, worldly- 
mindedneſs, ſecularity, and corruption, of our eſtab- 
liſhed teachers, he could not but uſe the ſame acuated 
and indignant language. I would ſhelter myſelf. 
under his high authority, and would conclude ſerip- 
tural quotations with the following from a great 
Apoſtle, inſtantly addreſſed to proud profeſſing 
Chriſtians, the vapouring devotees of Faſt Days by 


2 - TIED pro 


SN 


5 


ren How TURN YE AGAIN TO THE WEAK. 
* AND BEGGARLY ELEMENTS, WHERE UNTO YOU AGAIN. 


* DESIRE TO BE IN BONDAGE [ 'Ye OBSERVE DAYS, 


. any MONTHS, | AND TIMES, AND YEARS; ——l AM I 
a AFRAID OF You, LEST I HAVE BESTOWED UPON xo 


© LABOUR IN VAIN i e 


r is e with the forapoing to FRB 3 
that as we have failed, for three inglorious cam- 
paigns, to fight the Americans into ſubmiſſion, ve 
mean now to pray them into ſubmiſſion: but ſurely 
our prayers will prove as diſgracefully unſucceſsful 


as our arms, Topray for divine aid to execute ven- 


geance and inflict death, to let looſe every paſſion of 5 
the human mind, in direct repugnance to the ſpirit 
and requiſitions of that benign and merciful religion 
vouchſafed to us in great kindneſs by that very 
BIN to whom we pray —what ſhall I call the 


deed? Language offers me no appropriate term 
We muſt go to Lambeth, or St, James's, conſult the 


biſhops, or Lord North, for the emphatic, the de. 


| ſeriptive term of i ignominy ! 3 


Wirn . and a 3 of happy als: 
tion, it muſt be confeſſed, in the gloom and exigence 


of our affairs, that we have an illuſtrious and excel- 
lent few, to ſtand in the gap of the Conſtitution, ſtem 


the torrent of corruption, and fave a finking ftate, 
f Such names as Cnarhau, Caubzx, Ricnwony, 
_ SHEL- 


. 
+ 35 1 


SHELBURNE, ANN Kc. i in ch one hols of 
SAVILLE, Conway, Bunk, Bank E, &c. in the 
other; will deſcend to poſterity with the moſt ho- 
nourable commemoration, and grateful reſpect. 
Some few ſons of literature alſo, writing under the 
banners of freedom, not of a penſion, kept ſteady by | 
the intrinſic goodneſs of their cauſe, not by the pro- 
Kitute bribe of a miniſter, will not be forgotten in 
the moſt ſplendid pages of biographical immortality. 
Dr. Price deſerves pre-eminent notice, for his diſ- 
paſſionate, clear, and accurate delineation of thoſe | 
original principles on which our freedom, honour, 
and property, as Britons, reſt, and can only reſt. 
He has been abuſed, inſulted, and ridiculed, by the 
hacknied, hired penmen of government, but he has 
not been anſwered. They have been picking pebbles 


out of the walls, and eſpying little cracks and ble- 
miſhes in the finiſhing ; but the building itſelf, the 


noble fabric he has raiſed, ſtands majeftically \ un- 
looſened and unmoved.- — 


How happy for Great Britain, at this ill-omened 
criſis of her fortune, when numerous regiments are 
raiſing by private ſubſcription, unrecognized, and un- 
authenticated by parliament, that may latterly be 
employed againſt herzlf, to deſtroy her liberty and 
independence; how happy for her preſervation, and 

trueſt intereſts, that ſhe has ſenators and writers, as 
2 ſuperior to their adverſaries in argument and reaſon-_ 


ing, | 
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Ukewiſe of modera writers, * 


cred Fade. i zerty, may be mentioned * Mar 
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| mention By. Paizsrix, i in t e ſelect reſ] : 
1 800 | God! as | 
. 7 and proſperity, | e 
. 24 places, by-the wy in the places of the ; 


e ſhe criet 


4 : * at the LE: in of ff the - | tate) 'y ou, 0 ment 
05 call, and my voice is to the ſons of men. O 
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